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[The Office of Navel Intelligence furnished the following information to CIA for é5x )
IAC dissemination ip accordance with paragreph 3(c), NSCID 7. (DIO 11ND Conf
Report No 292-53. N

Jafs This reporﬁ is concerned with information of a general nature on the Odessa
port area of the USSR, Data is included on entrance and departure procedure,
hydrographic informetion, Odesea harbor facilities, cargo handling operations,

- naval activity, militery installations and fortifications, merchant veasels and

export cargoes, and shore leave in Odessa.

1 Between the months of January and September 1952
ship, called at Odessa fifteen times. Each 25X1

~ time the vessel arrived at Odessa harbor she was boarded, afier dooking, by both

Customs and Ssnitation officlals., The customs inspestions generally lasted sbout

two hours. As a part of the inspection, all cameras, binooulars, rifles, eic,,

were locked up in the ship's wireless rocm. Upon each dsparture from Odessa Harber,

the vessel recsived a similar customs inspection at which time the wireless room

was wilooked, Source reported that his ship, as well as every other foreign vesasl
oalling at Odssss, was boardsd scon after arrival by a person profieclent in the

native tongue of that vessel, The purposs of this boarding is purely for the
diseemination of propaganda, 25X1

3 Source advised that correcticns should

Hxdragrahio Infornation in the Qdaasa Ares
be made on hydrographics chart, "Odessa Harbors",
as follows:

a, Inasmuch as large passenger ships of 22 thousand to 25 thousand tons dook
alongside the head of the "Military Mole", the water depth here ls estimated
1o be at least 30 feet, rather than 17 to 18 feet, as shown.

b. A docking area on the inner side of the breakwater opposite the "New Mole" %
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{lgeated approximately 46%29 1427 N,y 30°,5%11" E.) is shown or Chart, "Odessa
Harbors," ‘ag beéing 19 feet deep. Source stated that during July or August
1952, an ex-Italian warship of approximately four thousand tons was moored
alengside the breskwater in approximately this position as marked on

the chart., .. DBecause of the size of this ship, source estimated the

water depth at whis location to be at least 25 feet.

Source stated that on numerous cccasions he had noticed cranes and lighters
working in an area bounded roughly east and west by 30°47! E and 30°50' E

end north and south by 46°32' N and 46°30! N. Apparently wrecks and other
obstruetions were being cleared from this area. In an area to the east of the
"Querantine Mole", in the vieinity of 46929 No, 30%46! E, source noted numerous
fishing nets and poles. ' . )

- 4o Odassa Jarhor Facllities:
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Ww: The chart shows the location of the
following berthss 1 through 5, 7 through 11, i6 throeugh 21, 25, 35 and 36

as marked by source. Source reported US~made, 5 to 6 ton, movable cranes
located as follows:s one crane at berth 1; twe cranes at berths 7, 8, 9 and
10; one crane at berths 16, 17 and 18; four cranes at berth 20; and ons crane
at berth 25, In addition, securce noted two large coal cranes at berth 21 and
a mobile seven-ton crane mounted on a truck which was available for use any-
where in the harbor area. The majority of the cranes in operation at Odessa
were eperated by women. Grain elevator pipes are located at berths .2 and 5.
Grain silos are located opposite berth 5.

Eratiqus Hezhor: The harbor listed as "Pratique Harber" is utilized by the
Soviet Navy. Source reported that an eight foot stone wall surrounds this
entire harbor. When source first celled at Odessa in January 1952 this well

hed been completed except for approximetely 1507 to 200! at the northeastern. '

end of the "military mole". This extension is merked o the chart . .
on 4 Sep 52

the extenslon had been completed. The wall surrounding Pratique Harbor
sempdetely restricts vision inte the harbor except from the entrance.

Haw Meda® The "New Mole" was apparently demaged during World Wax II. The
head of the mole and approximately 500t to 600! on the nexthwsstern side .
is reportedly etill 'broken down" and, therefope, unusable,

Lhe entire southesstern side of the “New iwle' ie used as a cesl pier. uosl
piles were observed by source along this pler end opposite berths 19 and 20,

25X1

Source stated that a pilot station is located at the head of "Platonovski Mole",

law Conatructicns Little somstruction sctivity was. observed by ssurce on his
visits to Odessa. However, source did cbserve that a new two-story atone
warehouse was being constructed opposite berth 10 in the "querantine Hexrber',

Source estimated thet this warehouse should have been completed by approximate-

- 1y June, 1953. A new refrigeration warehouse for beef products was elso

under construction during the period of source's visits to Odessa. This
warehouse was reported to be three storles high, 50 meters long, 15 meters
wide and looated cpposite "Cabotage Harber™in the pesition indicated on
the chart, . . 1 «

%ﬂﬁd T,v'&,cﬂkﬁ,e Railroad tracks in the Odessa Harber ares sre as rraviously
) on the hydro

graphic chart., Source zteted that the harbor trackage was'in

"goed" condltion,

Dleating Drydockss Source reported that two and pessibly three floating
drydocks were anchorsd in the "Repalring Bamin", The epproximate locationa
of the two floating drydeszke definitely remembered by source are marked on
the ohart. . . They are large encugh to accommodate vesaels of 25 thousand
tons. )

¢ The i‘uelil;g\ pler in the "Petroleum Herbor® maintains accommeo-

datlona fer three vessels. Ihe approximate berth lecations ere marked on
the chart, .
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(Located appreximately 46°29742% N,, 30°45'11% E.) is shown on Chart, "Odessa -

Hagbors," iag being 19 feet deep. Source stated that during July or dugust
1952, an ex-Italian warship of approximately four theusand tons was moored
alengside the breskwater in spproximately this position as marked en

the .charfy {+3, DBeceuse of the size of this ship, source estimated the
water depth at this location to be at least 25 feet.

Source stated that on numereous occasions he had noticed crenes and lighters

working in an ares bounded roughly easf and west by 30%47' E and 30°50' E

and north and south by 46°32' N and 46°30' N. Apperently wrecks end other

obstructions were being cleared from this erea. In an area to the east of the

- ™uarantine Mole", in the vicinity of 46%291 No, 30°46' E, source noted numerous
fishing nets and poles. o . , -

Urapas. sud Geglin Blevs Pineas The chart . shows the location of the
follewing berthes 1 through 5, 7 through 1l, 16 through 21, 25, 35 and 36
" as marked by source, Source reported US-made, 5 to 6 ton, movable cranes
located as follows: one crane at berth 1; two oranes at berths 79 8y 9 and
10; one crane at berths 16, 17 and 18; four cranes at berth 20; end ens crane
‘% berth 25, In addition, source noted two large coal cranes at berth 21 and
a mobile seven-ton crane mounted on a truck which wes evailable for use any-
where in the harbor srea. The majority of the cranes in eperation at Odesaa
were epsrated by women, Grain elevater pipes sre located at berths 2 and 5.
Grain silos are located opposite berth 5. : .

bo. Wg The harbor listed as "Pratique Harber® is utilized by the
Soviet Navy. Source reported that an eight foot stone wall surrounds thie
entire harbor, When source first celled st Odessa in Jenuary 1952 this wall

»

ension is merked o~ -the - chart ...

‘extonsion had been completed, 1lhe ‘
stely restricts vision into the harbor except from the entrance,.

se M alaft The "New Mole" wes apparently damaged during World War II. The
head of the mole and approximately 500' to €00! on the nerthwestern side .
te 'peportedly still "broken: dews" -and, therefope, - umaskble, - . .
‘The entire sputheastern side ef the New liole' is used am & 00AL piers. vorl
ilep wers cbaerved by source along thls pler and opposite berths 19 and 20,

had mgpp,g%pletéd exoept for approximately 150 to 200% at the northeastern '
) Bp 0

25X1

ource stated that a pilot station is looated at the head ef "Platonovakl Mole".

f
s O

d Ws Little senstruction aotdvity wae.obasrved by source on his
visits to Odessa. However, scurce did observe that o new. two-story stons:

gq}."_,ohounvu being constructed epposite berth 10 in the "quarantine. Harbor!s

_ Source o

1y “Junew:953. A new refrigeration warehouse for beel products was also
under construction during the perloed of source's visits to Odessa. This
warehouse vas reperted to be three stories high, 50 meters long, 15 meters
wide end leoosted oppoT'i'be "Cabotage Harber®in the pesition indicated on

th. ‘Ghll"'i g,}:v?. i A ,
e. - Rallroad Tra 1,,1‘ Railrcad tracks in the Odesss Harbor area sre as proviocusly
"goed" ;oondition,.

f. Eloatlag Devdoakes Source rdperted that two and possibly three floating
- drydocks wers anchored in the "Repairing Bagin", The spproximate. locatiens
of the two floating drydecks definitely remembered by source are narked on
~ the chart..' . They are hrg’ encugh to scocmmedate vessels of 25 thousand
‘tons, ) . ' ' .

g+ Zualdcz Pleps The i‘uel:{;é pier in the "Petrolsum Harber® maintains accomme-
dations for three vessels, The approximete berth locatlons are marked on

v

the chaxrt, ..
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cargg Handline O iopss At Odessa the harbor is divided into 12 sectionms,
each capable of handling from four to five oceangoing vessels. More than 50
per cent of these sections are mansged by women, . ‘Source reported that they

' were most efficient and capable as to storage, loading and unloading matters.
Longshoremen at Odessa worked day and night with three eight=hour shifts per
2L=heur day. ' o

; sy N ¢ Although the eight-foot wall surrounding "Pratique
Harbor" restricted vision into the harbor area, source was able to view the area
from & terrain vantage point opposite the harbor. Source stated that the harbor-
contained only small naval vessels of approximately "torpedo boat" size. Other.
_ than the presence of these small naval craft, source observed no cther activity
of any epperent importance within the "Pratique Harbor™ area. In July or August
1952 an ex-Jtalian warship of approximately four thousend tons was moored along
. the breskwater oppesite the "New Mole" in the approximate position marked on
the chexrt, . Source described this vessel as being approximately 150 meters
iwlen?bh and having twin stacks., During lis 15 visits to the Odessa ares
between January and September 1952, source observed a totsl of three or four
submarines in the process of either entering or departing the harbor area. He.
described these submerines es being small in size. Although many Soviet naval
personnel were seen in the city of Odesse,there was generally no evidence that .
Odessa had becoms & neval base of increasing importancein 1952.

Military Ionstallations. and Fortificstionss '"Pratique Harber" waes the only
military instdllation noted by source in Odesea. Source advised that he hed
seen no coastal defense or anti-aircraft batteries, sonar, radar, radlo, or other
* warning devices, loockout posts, nets, boams, or any other defense instellations.
in the Odessa area. However, source did report that a militery airfleld -
apparently located south of Odessa and a few miles inland from Cape Fontans. .. -
Source steted that jet-type military aircraft with swept wings were continuelly. .
flying overhead during his visits to Odessa. Source commented that they were
apperently conducting daily operations. oL

Mz aha assels and Export Cergoes: Many foreign merchant vessels were seen at
Odssse, however, source could remember the name of only three of these vessels.
Two former German passsenger vessels, the GRUSIA and the ROSSIA, each of approxi=
 mately 22 thousand to 25 thousand tons,were used by the Soviets as Black See.
pessenger ships. These vessels docked at berths 35 and 36 of the "Militery : .
Mole", The SLAVIA, e mother whaling ship of approximately 15 thousend to 18 . -
thougend tons, was also noted at one time by source in Odessa Harbor. " Approxi-
mately 20 smaller whaling craft of sbout one thousand tons each accompanied this
mother ship, Source stated that out of natural curiosity as a merchent seaman

. he hed requested permission from the port authorities to board and inapect the
SLAVIA, This permission was not granted. Three or four merchant repair ships
ware moorad at the southeastern end of Muarantine Harbor® between berths 5 and
7. Source stated that the following cargo goods were exported from Odessas

iron plate, zinc bars, copper, automobiles and trucks.
Ashore in Olassas '

s, Prosadura for Golog Ashoxas The orew of source's ship and of the other
mershant ships in pert were allowed ashore at Odessa, Forelign seamen when
leaving their respactive vessels for shore laave were not gesrched in any
way. DNo attsmpt was even made by Soviet authoritles to search briefcases
or bags oarried sshors. However, upon departurs from thelr ship, a liberty=
oard typs ticket wes issued by the military guerds to the departing personuel.
This ticket listed the individual's neme, his number (the numbers wers listed
ssserding to merchant rank, i, the master of each vessel had #l), and his
ship. Upon departurs from the ship, half of this ticket was retained by the .
guarde, and the other half kept by the shore-going peracunel, who turned it .
in upon their return to the vesssl. In thls way u close track was kept of
#l1 ship's personnel ashore.
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Iransporkation: Transportation in Odessa was provided by busses. Few taxis

were seen. Source stated that there were only about 15 cers in the whole of
Odessa.,. Some of these automobiles were US-smade, others Soviet., Source

stated that the Soviet cars tended to leak in rainy weather. While ashore

source reported that he was at no time followed or accompanied by Soviet

guards, | 25X1

25X1

S

| Source stated thal he was only 25X1

al:%«:wed to ses public bulldings, monuments, housing for workers; and similer
ig

ts. The roads within the eity limits of Odessa wers asphalt and considered
by source to be in ®good” condition. - Howsver, once outslde of the city limits,
the roads were dirt and were deseribed as being "very bad”

¢ While on liberty ashere in Odes?sa, foreign crew members as

out the city, at the opera theater which source described as being "very
excellent”, snd at sports such as football and irack. Source repecrted that
there are _no houses of prostitution in Odessa open to foreigh merchant crews.
Soviet women did not dare speek to or assoclate with foreigh sesmen for fear
of being later questioned by Sovist authorities. This fear of assoclating
with fereign merchantmen on the part of Soviet women was found in Odessa only
and was not the case in the Bulgerian city of Burges, where although restric-

. tions existed; crew members had no trouble in finding femsle companionship.

Prices in Odessa were reportedly extremely high. 4 heavy Soviet shirt of
what source described as "linseed" materiel cost US$ 45. The feod served in
Odesea restauranta was far from luxurious., Source noted that Odessa mest
stores hung wooden imltatlons of seusages; hams, etc. in thelr windows. Crew
nmembers of source's ship woré ordinary street clothing during their vislts
ashore at Odessa, Source commented, however, that their clothing was far ~
superiaor to that worn by any of the civilian populase of Odessa.

-m&-
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